
A Belief in Strong National Government
Alexander Hamilton believed that America need-

ed a strong central government. Instead of let-

ting the states mostly govern themselves, he 

wanted the federal government to hold more 

power. This led him to support the approval of 

the Constitution and affected what he did as the 

country’s first Treasury secretary.  

The Federalist Papers
In 1787, Hamilton represented New York at the 

Constitutional Convention. Although many of his 

ideas for the Constitution weren’t used, he still 

thought it was important to approve—or agree 

to—this new form of government. It gave some 

power to the states, but more power to the fed-

eral government.

After the convention, Hamilton wrote many 

essays making the case for a strong national 

government and encouraging New Yorkers to 

approve the Constitution. The essays, called “The 

Federalist,” were published in New York newspa-

pers. Hamilton and two others, John Jay and 

James Madison, wrote nearly 80 essays in seven 

months. Hamilton wrote 50 of them himself!

These essays were later published as a book 

called The Federalist Papers. No one knows for 

sure if the essays were the main reason that 

New York approved the Constitution. They had 

an even greater impact after the Constitution 

was passed: Today, the Supreme Court uses The 

Federalist Papers more than any other document 

to interpret—make sense of—the Constitution’s 

meaning.

Treasury Secretary Years
In 1789, George Washington became the nation’s 

first president, and he made Alexander Hamilton 

his Treasury secretary. This put Hamilton in 

charge of the country’s economy. Hamilton had 

managed a trading company in his youth, so he 

had some experience with international curren-

cies and business.

One of Hamilton’s first acts was to have the fed-

eral government take on the states’ debts. This 

was money states owed for loans they used to 

run their governments. Hamilton’s act would give 

the federal government more control over the 

economies (the money and loans) of the different 

states. It would also put the federal government 

in charge of taxes. However, many states did not 

want to give the federal government so much 

power. Hamilton had to arrange compromises—

agreements where each side gives up something—

with representatives from each state to get the 

debt plan passed in 1790.

Hamilton’s other major act as Treasury secretary 

was to create a national bank. The bank could lend 

the federal government money, hold its savings, 

create a national currency, and provide credit to 

business and industry. Congress approved the plan 

in 1791.
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This painting shows Hamilton with Thomas Jefferson and 
George Washington. It is painted on a wall in the Senate 
Reception Room of the U.S. Capitol.


