
Share creations 
with peers and 
connect with 
families.

SHARE
1 DAY

Animal Adaptations 
Lesson Guide

WATCH
15 MINUTES

Watch Adapto the Coyote | Wild Kratts  
media clip to spark an interest in how 
animals adapt to survive.

Strategies to consider:
•	Every student contributes and shares responsibility.  

Share the pen, share the mic, share the learning.
•	Provide students with a voice for choice and allow them  

to choose the animal the want to research.
•	Use accurate language for places and people as students 

explore animals and habitats across North America.

Empowering Student  
Learning using Anti-Bias,  
Anti-Racist (ABAR) 
Strategies

Create an adaptable 
creature and bring an 
animal to life with stop 
motion animation.

CREATE
1–2 DAYS

Explore animal adaptations and 
build inquiry skills with students 
investigating wonderings and 
gathering information about a 
chosen animal.

EXPLORE
60 MINUTES

1

Teach students about the specific 
ways animals adapt to their 
environment using vocabulary 
and discussion questions.

TEACH
30 MINUTES
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WATCH
15 minutes

Media

Discussion

Students will view media clips from 
Adapto the Coyote | Wild Kratts to 
spark an interest in how animals adapt 
to survive.

After viewing the media, begin a conversation about the coyote and what the students 
noticed about its adaptability.  Provide wait time for students to formulate thoughts and 
answers to discussion questions.

•	What makes the coyote so adaptable?
•	What is the diet of the coyote?
•	What physical characteristics does the coyote have that helps it survive?
•	Where can the coyote live and survive?

Using knowledge gathered about the coyote, guide the discussion towards how different 
animals survive in their environments. 

•	How can an animal adapt to its environment to survive?
•	How can an animal adapt its diet to survive?
•	What kinds of physical characteristics do animals have that help it survive?

Connect animal adaptations to human adaptations.
•	So we know animals have adaptations. What kind of adaptations do humans have?
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Vocabulary

Creature Sort

Introduce vocabulary words to the students. Have them echo words as you read 
them aloud. Explain definitions of the words. Create a word wall with vocabulary 
words and pictures of animals. Share a variety of picture examples of animals in 
their habitats and have students identify examples of the vocabulary words. 

Use the Creatures from North America | Sorting Cards for students to share 
their understanding of animals found in North America. Support students to sort 
the animal cards by physical characteristics and diet. Discuss features some 
animals have that help it adapt to their environment and support students to sort 
the animals into “Haves” and “Have Nots” categories.

•	adaptation - a physical feature or behavior that helps an animal survive
•	physical characteristics - parts of an animal’s body, its features
•	habitat - the area where the animal lives
•	diet - food the animal eats
•	observation - the act of observing or watching to gain information
•	scavenger -an animal that eats other animals and organisms that are already dead 
•	prey - an animal that is being hunted
•	predator - an animal that is hunting another animal

30 minutes
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Aviva’s Powersuit Maker

Creature KWL Chart

Animal Investigation

Have students further explore animal adaptations by using Aviva’s Powersuit 
Maker. This interactive game from WILD KRATTS will have students building animals 
that combine Creature Powers of different animals. Students will discover animal 
characteristics that help animals survive in different environments around the world.

Students will expand their inquiry skills by choosing a North American animal to 
investigate and learn more about. They will begin by completing the Creature KWL 
Chart. Using this graphic organizer, students will share their knowledge and wonderings 
about a North American animal they choose to learn about. Provide students a voice for 
choice. Allow students to choose the animal they want to research. This will give students 
ownership over their learning. Students will start by completing the first two sections of 
the chart and drawing a picture or writing a sentence about what they already know and 
what they want to learn about the creature. Depending on student level, the Creature 
KWL Chart can be completed together or independently. After students have concluded 
their research, they should revisit the Creature KWL Chart and draw a picture or write a 
sentence to share what they learned during the animal investigation.

Using the Creatures That Live In The North American Forest booklet and  
Wild Kratts Creaturepedia, students will locate facts about their chosen animal to 
complete the Creature Facts Sheet. They will gather information about the animal’s 
physical characteristics, diet, habitat, and an amazing fact. Depending on student  
level, this activity can be completed by writing or drawing about their findings.

60 minutes
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Invent an Adaptable Creature

Stop Motion Animation

 As one of the culminating activities for this lesson, students can invent their 
own creature that combines adaptations of different animals. Students should 
think about what features help an animal to survive and then complete the 
Invent an Adaptable Creature page. This will allow for students to showcase 
their creativity and understanding of animal adaptations. 

The second culminating activity has students creating a stop motion animation 
video that demonstrates their knowledge of the animal they researched. They 
will use clay or available art supplies to create their animal and design a habitat 
background for their video. Using a simple stop motion app, students will take 
multiple pictures of their animal as it moves through the habitat. The stop motion 
app will put these pictures together to create a short video of the animal in motion.  
If possible, students can narrate the video sharing how their animal adapts to 
survive and a WOW fact that they learned during the animal investigation. 

Use this Create and Engage with Stop Motion Animation Teacher Feature  
to get started.

1–2 days
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Give Students a Voice with Sharing

Provide time at the end of this project to allow student voices to be heard and to 
validate their research findings and showcase their creativity.

This time can be as simple as inviting students to share their animal 
investigation research with a peer. Or set aside more time to present their 
invented creature or stop motion animation video with the class. Have students 
incorporate their animal WOW fact into their presentation!

Connect with families by sharing the students’ stop motion animations through 
digital classroom portfolios, email, or class messaging.

1–2 days
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Cut apart the individual animal cards. Use the creature cards to create sorts for 
physical characteristics and diet.  Discuss features some animals have that help 
it adapt to their environment and support students to use the cards to sort the 
animals into “Haves” and “Have Nots” categories.

Aardvark

Bald Eagle

Beaver Firefly

Black Bear

American  
Bullfrog

Creatures from North America 
Sorting Cards
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Think about what features help an animal survive.
Draw the most adaptable creature you can invent, then make a 
cool Creature Power Suit for Chris and Martin to wear. 
Write about your adaptable creature. 
What does it eat? Where does it live? How does it survive?

Invent an Adaptable Creature

Funded by:
Find more games and activities at pbskidsforparents.org

PBS KIDS and the PBS KIDS Logo are registered trademarks of Public Broadcasting Service. Used with permission. Wild Kratts® © 2021 
Kratt Brothers Company Ltd./ 9 Story Media Group Inc. Wild Kratts® and Creature Power® are owned by Kratt Brothers Company Ltd.



Wild About

Wild About

Stop Motion Animation 
Animal Project

By

Stop Motion Animation 
Animal Project

By
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Using stop motion animation captures 
students’ imagination, gives them tools to be 
creative, and brings learning to life. Getting 
started is simple: students need a stop motion 
app and an inanimate object. Most items 
to set the scene can be found around the 
classroom, at home, or can be created with 
available art supplies.

To get started, open the stop motion app 
on the device and position the camera 
to capture the entire scene. Position the 
inanimate object in the scene and use the 
stop motion app to take a photo of the object 
. Move the object a tiny bit and take another 
photo. Move the object a little bit more and 
take another photo.  Repeat this action over 
and over again. When all the photos are 
played together quickly, the object looks like 
it’s in motion!

1.	 Use a simple and free stop motion app 
that works with your available technology.

2.	 Keep the scene and camera aligned 
by utilizing the app’s onion skin tool. 
This tool allows a transparent image 
of the previous photo to be seen before 
capturing the next one.  

3.	 Move the object small increments at  
a time.

4.	 Make sure that your hands and hair are 
out of the way before taking a photo.

5.	 Take multiple photos of the object in one 
place if you want it to stay in a place 
before moving.

6.	 Adjust the speed of the animation to 
speed it up if too slow or vice versa.

Technology Tips:

Create and Engage with
Stop Motion Animation

Teacher Feature 
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