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Classroom Guide 
Title: The Tin Forest 
Author: Helen Ward 
Illustrator: Wayne Anderson 

Theme: With caring and support from friends near and far, from people we know and 
people we don’t know, hope and determination can lead us to incredible resiliency 
even in our darkest moments. 
 
Program Summary: A lonely, old man who lives in a gray place, surrounded by other 
people’s discards, builds the forest of his dreams. Deeply affected by the events of 
September 11th, LeVar spends time with students of P.S. 234, an elementary school just 
blocks away from Ground Zero. Challenged by tremendous upheaval, students share 
how they have endured their situation better than anyone would imagine. Together 
with Reading Rainbow, the entire school creates a music video to share their powerful 
message of gratitude and hope. 
 
Topics for Discussion: 
 
After students have viewed the program, allow some time to talk about what 
happened on September 11, 2001. Keep the discussion focused on the rebuilding and 
renewal of both the physical aspects of the environment and of the human spirit, 
rather than on the tragedy of the events.  
 
Discuss with students what it means to “have hope” or “be hopeful.” 
  
Obtain a copy of the book to read to students. Discuss the emotions they experienced 
as they listened to the story. List their feelings on the board and have them identify 
parts of the story that made them feel that way. How did they feel at the end of the 
book? The details in the illustrations are essential to understanding the story. Make the 
book available to students so they have the opportunity to study the illustrations. 
  
Explore the concept of “dreams” with students — nighttime dreams, daydreams, and 
dreams that are hopes for the future. Discuss actions that people might take after 
having a dream. 
 
Invite students to share experiences they have had with creating something with their 
own hands. 
 
Discuss ways in which people, animals, and plants are connected to and dependent 
upon each other. 
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Curriculum Extension Activities: 
 
At the top of a chart, write the phrase, “Peace is…,” and brainstorm ways to complete 
the definition. Encourage students to think of settings that are very familiar, such as 
peace at home and at school, and to consider peace more globally. Leave the chart on 
display for several days so that they have some “think time” for ideas. When the chart 
is completed, make a “Peace Book” by having each student select an idea from the 
chart and illustrate it. 
 
Extend the discussion of the “Peace is…” definition and have students think about 
specific ways that people, including children, can promote peace. Have them draw 
pictures of their bodies (using the full vertical length of 9 x 12-inch drawing paper), cut 
them out, and display them on a wall or in a corridor. Photocopy an enlargement of 
each student’s school picture, and have individuals cut out their faces and place them 
on the pictures of their bodies. Give students word bubbles on which they can write 
something they, and others, can do to foster peace. Place the word bubbles above 
their heads. Label the display, “In a peaceful world…” 
 
The students at P.S. 234 in the program show how important it is to them to be back at 
their school after the events of September 11. Discuss what it means to have pride in 
one’s school. Ask students what makes their school a great place to be. Write their 
ideas on the board or on a chart. Have students choose one idea from the list and 
make an illustrated poster that tells something good about their school. Display the 
posters around the building. 
 
Have the class collect cardboard product packaging discards in all shapes and sizes, 
including cardboard rolls. Using a variety of boxes and construction paper, have 
students make three-dimensional animals. (Encourage them to experiment with their 
ideas before they begin to glue, staple, or tape parts in place.) Spray the final products 
with silver paint (a light coating of paint will create the desired effect). Display the 
class’s “tin forest” animals. 
 
For students who have never visited New York City, have them research the city. Enlist 
the help of the library media specialist in locating books about New York City and its 
landmarks. Allow them to browse the books looking for topics to research. (Possible 
topics include: the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, the Empire State Building, Central Park, 
subways, the United Nations, Broadway, the World Trade Center, the George 
Washington Bridge, various museums, and others.) Divide the class into small groups  
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and assign each group a topic. The group’s task is to locate key facts and a picture. 
Print the pictures and display them on a bulletin board along with the facts the 
students write about their topic. 
 
Book Reviews: 
 
Mole Music by David McPhail 
  
On That Day by Andrea Patel 
 
The Wonderful Happens by Cynthia Rylant, illustrated by Coco Dowley 
 
Supplementary Booklist: 
 
Gleam and Glow by Eve Bunting, illustrated by Peter Sylvada 
 
Sadako by Eleanor Coerr, illustrated by Ed Young 
 
Peace Tales: World Folktales to Talk About by Margaret Read MacDonald 
 
Baseball Saved Us by Ken Mochizuki, illustrated by Dom Lee 
 
Martin’s Big Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by Doreen Rappaport, illustrated 
by Bryan Collier 
 
Words with Wings: A Treasury of African American Poetry and Art selected by Belinda 
Rochelle 
 
The Gardener by Sarah Stewart, illustrated by David Small 
 
Related Themes:   

• ecology   
• forest habitats   
• perseverance   
• memorials   
• skyscrapers 
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Related Reading Rainbow Programs:  
• Program #82 — Tar Beach 
• Program #82 — The Wall   
• Program #105 — Appelemando’s Dream   
• Program #116 — Fly Away Home   
• Program #129 — Giving Thanks 

 
About the Author: Artist Helen Ward is well known for her illustrations of Mother 
Goose rhymes and retellings of fables and folktales for young children. About her 
inspiration for The Tin Forest, she stated, “As long as human beings aren’t getting in the 
way, plants and animals seem to take over an environment.” 
 
About the Illustrator: Wayne Anderson attended Leicester College of Art in England, 
studying graphic design. He has worked as a freelance illustrator in the field of 
advertising, animated films, greeting card design, magazine illustration, and poster 
design. Although he is best known for his illustrations, he has also written several 
books for children. 


