


Cicadas: A Loud Insect for EmergingArtists
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Lesson Created by Dana Holstein and Megan A. Bacorn


https://www.wmky.org/post/cicadas-loud-insect-emerging-artists

Objective- The students will use their five senses to connect and describe vocabulary words in
the recording.

Standards -

ELA.2.41 Use words and phrases acquired through conversation, reading, being read to, and
responding to texts; use adjectives to describe.

ELA.3.27 Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital
sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.

Grade Level Strands- Grades 2-3

Length- 2 days

BIG Idea - Sometimes insects are scary, students will get to see and hear the cicada side of
things.
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Summary

Students will listen to the Cicadas: A Loud insect for emerging artists. They will
explore interesting vocabulary and descriptions found in the recording to create
a graffiti wall, acrostic poem, directional drawing, and cicada art.



https://www.wmky.org/post/cicadas-loud-insect-emerging-artists

Teacher To-Do List & Materials

Materials:

Read through entire lesson and listen to broadcast prior to students’listening.

Prep:

Sticky notes for Graffiti Wall
Plain paper and utensils for
directional drawing

Paper and colored pencils for
drawing a cicada

Cardstock for Cicada art walk
highlighters

- Make copies of Cicada cut out
onto cardstock. (slide 18)
(enlarge on copier if desired)

- How to Draw a Cicada
Directional Drawing

- Print transcript of recording for
annotations



https://artprojectsforkids.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Draw-a-Cicada.pdf



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do: Say “ Listen to the recording and draw what you hear.” Cicadas: Loud insects for emerging artists. Allow students to draw the entire length of the recording (6 min). They can add details as they hear them. 
�Students: Will draw what they hear from the recording and then share their drawing. 


Directional Drawing



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do: Handout a new piece of paper. 
Give directions and model each step of drawing a cicada. https://artprojectsforkids.org/how-to-draw-a-cicada/
�Students: Draw a cicada while following directions.  
�Do: If time allows, have student share and compare their first cicada drawing to their directional drawing.
Ask: What do both drawings have in common? What is different in each of your drawings? 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students: Listen to the recording while reading along with the close read transcript Insert Cicada Close Read Transcript HERE.  Students will notice and highlight new and interesting words as they hear them. After the recording students will share their new interesting words. 
For information on a graffiti wall open the link below. https://crackingtheabccode.com/graffiti-word-wall/ Each student will choose a word to create a graffiti wall. Students will include a picture, a sentence, and definition on their paper.


What did you learn about cicadas?
What do you wonder about cicadas?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do: Project or display the Epic text, “A Periodical Cicada’s Life”  on getepic.com ( A free website, you will need to create an account) 
Read the text to the students. 
Prompt a discussion and a question/answer session. 
Students: Will listen, ask and answer questions and complete an Exit Slip.


Acrostic

CHCE
C
A
D
A


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do: Using the interesting words, vocabulary graffiti wall, and responses from the cicada text, students will produce an acrostic poem about cicadas using the word “cicada” or any other word connected to this lesson with teacher discretion. Acrostic poems start with the first letter of each letter in the word to describe the cicada. Using chart paper, allow students to share what words come to their minds so you can model spelling. 
�Students: Students can partner and collaborate to create an acrostic poem using interesting words and phrases they have learned during this lesson. 
�


Author’s Chair



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do: Students will share their Acrostic Poem in the Author’s chair. 
If time allows, students can create a slide deck of cicada images and record their Acrostic poem as a multimedia presentation.
�Students: Will read their Acrostic Poem to their class. They may also create a multimedia presentation with digital images and their recorded poem.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do: Each student will share their word card and add it to the graffiti wall. (Display on walls within your classroom.)




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sample - Graffiti Wall




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do: Have cicada outline printed and cut out on cardstock. (or allow students to cut out their own cicada). Take students around your campus (outside if possible) to find cicada art. Students will hold up their cicada cut out to reveal different textures, colors, and patterns of everyday  things or nature items to showcase their own cicada art. Take pictures of students favorite cicada art. Allow students to read their Acrostic poems next to their natural cicada art. 
�Students: Cut out your cicada using scissors safely. You will go on a nature walk to find cicadas around your building or campus. 


Extend

Create a Cicada Life Cycle Poster

Do a mini-lesson on the prefix “re”: rebrand, renew, rebirth
Read additional texts and watch videos about cicadas
Have students submit their cicada art and poem to the local
newspaper for Poetry month.
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Exit Ticket

How long have Cicada nymphs lived under the

ground?
How many eyes do cicadas have?

W
W

nat do cicadas eat?
nere do female cicadas lay their eggs?

W

nat happens after the cicada nymphs hatch?

A Periodical Cicada’s Life










1. Start with a flat oval head.

1. Acdad owval bodcdy below.

2. Draw fromt segrmented leas.

B, Trace with brown crayvon. Paint
green. add brovwn on top while wet.

V. Paint inside legs with bhrowwn.

5. aAadd winas limes and two eyves.

8. Paint backgaground
contrastimng color.

with a

20 wwwartprojectsforkids org



Insert Cicada Close Read Transcript HERE



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Directions: Listen to the recording while reading along with the close read transcript. Students will notice and highlight new and interesting words as they hear them. After the recording students will share their new interesting words

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DfRyB5wiaub7NGXJHTk0L6QWxnFtHclnmPQKAKsO2o0/edit?usp=sharing



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sample cicada directional drawing and writing. 
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