

U.S. Immigration Policy and the Experiences of Jewish Refugees During the Holocaust
Case Study #1: The Hilsenrath Family

Susan and Joseph Hilsenrath lived with their parents and little brother in Bad Kreuznach (Bahd Croyts-nah), a small town in western Germany. Their father ran a successful business, but life for the Jewish family was very difficult after the Nazi Party took power in Germany. Susan and Joseph were forced to leave their school and witnessed the Kristallnacht attacks in November 1938. Soon after, their parents decided it was time to attempt to leave Germany. 

Video Clip 1: Hilsenrath Family (Part 1)
           Before you watch the clip consider the questions in the table below. 
           As you watch the clip jot down viewing notes in the table.

	What factors could have helped the Hilsenraths to immigrate to the U.S.? 
	What factors made their immigration to the U.S. more difficult? 

	







	


 
After you watch the clip, work with your group to answer the following questions:

	Which of the steps needed for immigration to the U.S. do you think were least complicated for the Hilsenraths to complete?  
	Which steps would be the most difficult to complete? 

	






	



Susan and Joseph’s parents made the difficult decision to send their children to France, where they hoped they would be safe. But in May 1940, Nazi Germany invaded France and Susan and Joseph fled to southern France, where they were assisted by aid organizations.                                           


Video clip 2: Hilsenrath Family (Part 2)
          Before you watch the clip, consider the following question. 

	What help did the Hilsenraths receive in their attempt to reach the U.S.?  

	









Susan Hilsenrath (now Warsinger) was a teacher in Maryland for 27 years and is now a volunteer for the US Holocaust Memorial Museum. Joseph Hilsenrath became a cardiologist. He still lives in New York where he has an office overlooking the Statue of Liberty. They are both very proud of their respective children and grandchildren. 

Culminating Reflection Questions: Be prepared to share responses with the class in a discussion.

1.  Who were the Hilsenraths? Give an overview of what you know about each member of the family. 


2. What challenges did they face in trying to immigrate to the U.S.?


3. Did they ultimately succeed in immigrating to the U.S.? Why or why not?


4. Where did the Hilsenraths end up?
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